
 
 
 
 

 
Proposed Itinerary Crafted Especially For The 

St. Peter’s Church 
Fr. Jarlath Quinn, Pastor and Spiritual Director 

 “Majestic Italy” 

November 13 - 21, 2019 
Nine-Day Pilgrimage 

Florence � Assisi � Rome � Vatican City 
    

INCLUSIONS: 
• Airlines: Round-trip economy class airfare Alitalia Airlines: New York/Rome/New York. 
• U.S. departure tax; Customs user fee; security tax and all airport departure taxes. 
• Meeting and assistance upon departure from New York JFK International Airport. 
• Accommodation: Seven (7) nights’ accommodations in twin rooms with private facilities at hotels. 
• Meals: European breakfast daily plus four (4) dinners, including a gala dinner with wine and 

entertainment at restaurant in Rome. 
• Coach Transportation: Local modern deluxe motor-coach transportation, upon arrival and available 

for the entire tour. 
• Tour Management: One full-time, multilingual tour manager will be on each motor coach throughout 

the entire tour, including arrival and departure transfers.  Peter’s Way Manager and Overseas office 
staff are easily available 24 hours daily to render assistance whenever needed. 

• Excursions: All sightseeing conducted by licensed, professional, English-speaking guides as outlined 
in the day-by-day itinerary. 

• Entrance fees to all sights, as per itinerary included. 
• Portage of one piece of luggage, per person, at hotels throughout. 
• Coordination of daily Liturgies. 
• Tour brochures: Special promotional brochures printed free for your distribution. 
• Peter’s Way travel documents, travel wallet, luggage tags, name badge, and backpack. 
• Liability Insurance: Three million-dollar Peter’s Way Tours Inc. Liability Insurance coverage. 

 
EXCLUSIONS: 

• Health, trip cancellation/interruption or baggage insurance. All are strongly recommended. Peter’s 
Way Tours offers a comprehensive policy at additional cost. 

• Passport & visa costs, if any.  
• U.S. Passports must be valid for at least six (6) months subsequent to return date. 
• Items of a personal nature (hotel extras, laundry, phone calls, etc.). 
• Meals not specified in the program. 
• Gratuities to the tour manager, guides and driver. 
• Items not specifically mentioned above. 
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A special invitation to friends and families of the 
St. Peter’s Church 

Fr. Jarlath Quinn, Pastor and Spiritual Director 

 “Majestic Italy” 

November 13 - 21, 2019 
Nine-Day Pilgrimage 

Florence � Assisi � Rome � Vatican City 
 
 

Tentative flight schedule via Alitalia Airlines from New York JFK International Airport: 
 

Departure City Arrival City Airline/Flight  Departure Date/Time Arrival Date/Time 
New York JFK Rome FCO Alitalia Airlines #609 November 13 – 4:45 pm November 14 – 7:00 am 
Rome FCO  New York JFK Alitalia Airlines #608 November 21 –10:25 am November 21 – 2:10 pm  
 

Please note:  Flight itinerary subject to change without notice. 
 

 “I T I N E R A R Y” 
 

Day 1, November 13, Wednesday: Depart for Rome 
Today: Depart New York’s JFK International Airport on Alitalia Airlines for our overseas journey to 

Rome, Italy.  Complimentary meals and beverages will be served in flight.  (D,B) 
 
Day 2, November 14, Thursday: Arrive in Florence 
Morning: Arrive at Rome’s Leonardo da Vinci Airport, proceed through 

Passport Control, claim our luggage, and meet a Peter’s Way tour 
manager as we exit Customs. Our luggage will be transferred to a 
comfortable touring bus and we will be on our way to the 
Renaissance city of Florence.   

Afternoon: Check-in at our hotel. 
Evening: Dinner and overnight at our hotel in Florence.  (B,D) 
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Day 3, November 15, Friday: Highlights of Florence |  Evening Sung Mass at the Church 
of All Saints in Florence 
Morning:  After a buffet breakfast at our hotel, our local guide will take us to 

visit the Accademia Gallery, which holds the superb “David” by 
Michelangelo.  We’ll continue to visit the beautiful Piazza Del Duomo 
and the delicately patterned green, white, and pink Cathedral of Santa 
Maria Del Fiore, crowned with Brunelleschi’s magnificent dome. 
We’ll also see Giotto’s Bell Tower; the Romanesque Baptistry of 
St. John with the exquisite bronze doors by Ghiberti, which 
Michelangelo called the “Gates of Paradise”; and the 13th century 
Franciscan Church of the Holy Cross, which holds the tombs of the greatest Florentine men.   
Independent lunch.  

Afternoon: Afternoon at leisure to further explore Florence. Perhaps you’ll visit 
the Uffizi Palace, which houses what may be the most important 
collection of paintings in the world.  You could also visit the Piazza 
Della Signoria; the famous shop-lined bridge, Ponte Vecchio; or its 
adjacent market. For those that would like to shop, this is the best 
time to look for leather, gold, or other Florentine souvenirs.  

Evening:  Independent dinner.  Overnight at our hotel in Florence. (B) 
 
Day 4, November 16, Saturday: Assisi |  Visit the Sites of St. Francis 
& St. Clare |  Rome 
Morning: Buffet breakfast at our hotel. Depart Florence for Assisi, one 

of the high points of any travel experience. After a two-hour 
ride, we will see Assisi on a mountaintop, with its narrow 
lanes, Shrines of St. Francis, and art dedicated to its young 
friar, a rich young man who turned to God after an illness 
and established an order that has grown stronger over the 
centuries. Arrive in time for 11:00 a.m. Mass at the Basilica 
of St. Francis.  After Mass, our local guide will take us to 
explore the basilica complex, which is actually composed of 
two churches built one atop the other.  Beneath both 
churches is the crypt that houses the tomb of St. Francis.  The lower basilica dates from 1228 to 
1230 and is richly decorated with beautiful stained glass windows and paintings by some of the 
most important artists of the 13th and 14th centuries.  In the upper basilica, built from 1230 - 
1253, you will marvel at the monumental frescoes painted by Giotto, which depict scenes from 
the life of the saint.  Group lunch in Assisi.                 

Afternoon: After lunch, we’ll visit the Basilica of St. Clare, the first and most important heroine 
of the Franciscan movement. We’ll view her remains and see the basilica’s 
miraculous crucifix. Continue on to visit the Basilica of Santa Maria degli Angeli, 
a great basilica built in 1569 and crowned by Alessi’s magnificent dome.  It 
encloses the shrine of the “Porziuncula,” or the Little Portion Chapel, around 
which the first Franciscan community was centered; the place where Clare received 
the habit from Francis; and the Capella Del Transito, which marks the spot where 
the Saint died. You will see the statue of Saint Francis in the courtyard where 
thornless roses bloom. A stop will be made en route back to Rome for an independent dinner 
and refreshments. 

Evening: Overnight at our hotel in Rome.   (B) 
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Day 5, November 17, Sunday: Solemn Mass at St. Peter’s Basilica |  Tour of Imperial 
Rome  
Morning:  Buffet breakfast at our hotel. 
  This morning, we walk to St. Peter’s Basilica to attend the 

10:30am. Solemn Latin Mass at the Altar of the Chair of St. 
Peter’s.  After Mass we attend the Noon Papal Blessing at 
St. Peter’s Square. 

    Independent lunch. 
Afternoon: We’ll begin our day with a visit to the Church of St. Peter in 

Chains to see the original chains in which St. Peter was 
brought captive to Rome. In the same church, we’ll also see 
the statue of Moses, one of Michelangelo's greatest 
masterpieces. Then, we’ll continue to the ancient Roman 
Forum. See the Arch of Titus and the Arch of Constantine and 
proceed to the outside of the Colosseum for a fascinating 
explanation of its history.  Continue on to the grandiose white 
marble monument of King Victor Emmanuel II, often called 
the “Wedding Cake.”  See Trajan’s Column and the Market 
(the ancient Roman equivalent of a department store).  

Evening: Dinner and overnight at our hotel in Rome. (B,D) 
 
 
Day 6, November 18, Monday: Tour of the Vatican Museums | Sistine Chapel | St. 
Peter’s Basilica | Concert at the Basilica of St. Ignatius  
Morning: Buffet breakfast at our hotel. 
 Our morning of sightseeing begins with a visit to one of the 

great art collections in the world: the Vatican Museums.  
Walk in the footsteps of the Princes of the Church through 
the richly decorated galleries. Continue on to the Sistine 
Chapel, the private chapel of the Popes, where 
Michelangelo best expressed his genius in monumental 
frescoes.  End our morning tour in St. Peter's Basilica. Take 
in the outstanding architecture and the statues adorning the 
largest of all Christian churches, including Michelangelo’s 
magnificent “Pietà.”  Pray at the new tomb of St. John Paul II in St. Sebastian’s Chapel.  If time 
permits, you may wish to independently visit the Vatican Crypt to see and pray near the tomb 
of St. Peter and the final resting place of numerous Popes among incredible works of art. 
In the afternoon, we’ll have some free time for independent lunch. You may want to climb the 
330 stairs (or take the elevator) to the top of St. Peter’s for an unparalleled view of Vatican City 
and Rome. Afterward, return to the hotel to freshen up.   

Evening: At leisure to enjoy Rome on your own.  
 Overnight at our hotel in Rome.       (B) 
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Day 7, November 19, Tuesday: Tour of the Papal Basilicas of Rome  
Morning: Buffet breakfast at our hotel. 
 This morning begin our day with a visit to the magnificent 

Basilica of St. Paul. The basilica was built by Constantine in the 
4th century on the site of St. Paul's tomb. After being totally 
destroyed by fire in 1823, it was rebuilt on the original plan of 
early Christian churches. Surrounding the nave are the 
medallions of each Pope, from Peter to Benedict XVI. Continue 
our tour to the Cathedral of St. John Lateran, the first Christian 
church to be consecrated. It was founded by the Emperor 
Constantine in the 4th century and was home to the Popes for 
many years prior to the present Vatican residence. Continue on to visit to the Basilica of 
St. Mary Major, one of the four major basilicas built by Pope Sixtus III (432-440 AD). View the 
impressive interior with its remarkable mosaics in the nave depicting scenes from the Old 
Testament. View relics of Jesus’ manger from Bethlehem and the high altar, which contains the 
remains of St. Matthew the Evangelist. The mosaics above the entablature are among the most 
ancient Christian mosaics in Rome. 

Afternoon: Afternoon at leisure. This is your opportunity to explore the sights, sounds and tastes of Rome 
all on your own! Perhaps you’ll buy religious articles in preparation for the Papal Blessing at the 
audience on Wednesday.  Or treat yourself to a leisurely multi-course lunch in a quaint trattoria. 
Visit the Colosseum or the beautiful and lively Piazza Navona, with time to browse through the 
artists’ stalls to buy a painting and sample one of Rome’s most famous products, a tartufo at the 
Gelateria Tre Scalini.  This is the time to visit the local shops and street vendors.   Rome is yours! 

Evening: Independent dinner.  Overnight at our hotel in Rome.  (B) 
 
Day 8, November 19, Wednesday: Papal Audience |  Tour of Imperial Rome 
Morning: Buffet breakfast at our hotel.   

After early breakfast, enter the heart of Christendom for an 
audience with our Holy Father.  Pope Francis will greet all the 
pilgrims present, deliver his message to the faithful, pray the 
Pater Noster and bless religious articles.  Independent lunch. 

Afternoon: Enjoy a walking tour and experience the best of ancient Rome.  
Begin at Piazza di Spagna, one of the most famous squares in Rome. 
From the Fontana della Barcaccia (Fountain of the Old Boat), in the 
middle of the piazza, climb the famous Spanish Steps to the top.  
Continue to the Trevi Fountain and toss in a coin. Our next stop is 
the Pantheon. Built more than 1800 years ago, the magnificent 
Pantheon still stands as a reminder of the great Roman Empire. The 
name Pantheon refers to the building's original function as a temple 
for all the gods. When approaching the front of the Pantheon we can 
see still see the original Latin inscription by Marcus Agrippa. Visit 
to the nearby Church of San Luigi dei Frrancesi to see The Calling of 
St. Matthew, painted by Baroque master Caravaggio. Continue on to the beautiful lively Piazza 
Navona, the Church of St. Agnes, and Bernini’s fountain.  

Evening: Our gala dinner will be at a restaurant in Rome. Experience an atmosphere of hospitality and 
friendship, and taste the Mediterranean cuisine in a typical Roman setting with wine and music. 
Overnight at our hotel in Rome.     (B,D) 

 
Day 9, November 20, Thursday: Return from Rome 
Morning: After an early breakfast at hotel, we will be transferred to Rome’s Leonardo da Vinci Airport for 

our return flight home. Arrive on the same day.   (B)  
 


